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Fun times at Circle J 

 

Circle J management does their best to see that all exhibitors have a good time.  The schedule 

has a variety of classes, and parties and fun events are scattered throughout. 

The parties start on Thursday night, when The Rivers Edge hosts it‟s annual Dick Jeffery 

birthday party.  Started in 2002 when Dick turned 80, this annual event always guarantee an excuse to 

eat great cake and start the socializing.  A special moment at this year‟s party was the gathering of 

Circle J‟s very active octogenarian crowd, as Anne Mears and Martin Cockriel joined Dick for several 

pictures. 

Friday brought even more fun, with the $500 Blackstone Baths and Beds, Grooms Equitation class and 

Independence Day Bar-B-Que.  Following the last class of the morning, the grills started cooking the 

hamburgers and hotdogs, wafting the smell through the barns and warm up arena.  In the warm up 

ring, the grooms gathered and warmed up their mounts.  The arena was surrounded by well wishers, all 

cheering for their favorite as the judges tag team judged the riders on their riding skills.  Eight riders 

entered the ring, riding all three seats, and all riding hard for the money.  After working both ways of 

the ring, the riders lined up and were interviewed to discover their barn affiliation, and riding experi-

ence.  Most were riding their mounts for the first time, several had never shown at all, and a couple, 

Morgan and Ryan Swanson, proved to be quite the comedians!  All deserve recognition for their hard 

work.  After the class all the riders and their supporters then hit the tables and chowed down on great 

hamburgers, hotdogs, a variety of salads, with  fresh baked cookies for desert! 

Saturday the Forth Of July, sports a very different schedule, a morning session of classes is 

followed by an afternoon session of Hunter/Jumper classes, and then the evenings $20,000 Yearling 

Futurity. Following the last class of the morning the annual USEF Rules Forum was also an Ice Cream 

social, with Ellen DiBella providing Ice Cream bars for all  the attendees.  Meanwhile the hard working 

jump crew was setting up the jumps in the arena, while in the barns a quite afternoon was being used 

by some to prep futurity horses, while others used the afternoon off to explore Denver attractions.  

Horse show Mom Dawn Wade, gathered a group of junior exhibitors (13 of them, brave woman) and 

took them to Eliches Amusement Park for a fun afternoon of thrilling rides of another kind 

After a week of frenzied soliciting of  “poop” squares and very patriotic ducks, it was finally 

time for these fun events.  Chuck-A-Duck led off the fun, with the juniors throwing first.  Seven kids 

made it into the ring in the first round, and threw for a second round.  Two ducks tied for closest to the 

center, and a chuck off was held, with Braydon Phelan winning the Junior division.  The adults played 

hard, tossing their ducks, and past Circle J President John Aranda won in the chuck off, taking home 

the cash,  

Earlier in the day, the “poopin‟” pony Godzilla arrived, and spent the day getting loving and 

the total spa treatment from Hannah McBride, a bath, mane & tail braiding, glitter and lots of hay to 

eat!   Hannah led “Zilla” through the party, and then into the pen where excited square owners waited 

for Mother Nature to do her thing.  There were oohs, and awes, and general excitement every time she 

sniffed a spot, and raised her tail.....finally she did the deed, and the winner Barb Garrison pocketed 

$360! 

We had a great 2009 Circle J Morgan Horse Show and thank all of the exhibitors for coming 

and showing. We look forward to next years show July 1 – 4, 2010. 

Youth Day at Elitch’s 

A new tradition was 
started this year during 

the Circle J Horse 
Show.  Junior exhibitors 

and spectators were 
treated to a free day at 
Elitch Gardens.  New 

friends were made and 
old friends got to have 

out while enjoying a fun 
roller coaster riding af-

ternoon.  This event will 
be held again next year 
on Saturday after the 

morning perform-
ance.  All youth ages 

10& up are welcome!!! 
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Morgans Can Do Endurance, and Do It Well 

By: Cynthia Dulaney 

 

 A year ago, if you had told me I would be competing in endurance riding, I probably would have laughed at 

you. I had always been interested in the sport, ever since my vet 20+ years ago told me that my then young, now 26 

year old, Morgan might be good at it. But showing, 4-H and high school sports got in the way, then college and ca-

reer. Marriage would have normally been the next excuse, 

but not for me. 

 My husband bought Stone Pine Xena for me in 2006 

as a wedding gift. She had been living, fat and happy, at 

Marilyn Esteb's Stone Pine Farm since she was born there in 

1999. She did not look anything like an endurance horse, or 

even a prospect, when I took ownership of her. I hoped to 

shape her into a fun trail horse, and possibly a broodmare 

someday. We moved Xena to her new home, and I started 

trail riding on my relatively green "project" horse. 

 Our horses happen to live with a friend, in a horsey 

subdivision, south of Castle Rock. There are 10 or so houses 

on a 2 1/2 mile private gravel road that loops around fields 

and hills. Xena and I would go trot that loop, often several 

times, when the trails were too muddy to ride. It wasn't long 

before we caught the attention of one of the neighbors, who 

happens to be a very experienced endurance rider. "Had I 

ever considered endurance?", he asked, "Because it sure seems like your horse likes to go, and you do, too." Hmmm. 

Now I had considered it. 

 I did a bit of research online when I got home from that ride. The American Endurance Ride Conference has 

a wonderful, informative website, www.aerc.org,  that even allows you to download the Rider Handbook. There is a 

list of mentors in your area as well. As fate would have it, my husband and I received a gift certificate for riding les-

sons with a local trainer who happens to specialize in endurance. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

 Endurance riding is NOT just about crossing the finish line with the fastest time. Your horse has to "pulse 

down" and be determined fit to continue by the ride vet. There are 25-35 mile races, called limited distance, and 50+ 

miles, called endurance rides. Many of the events include a "fun ride" of 15 or so miles to introduce newcomers to the 

sport. It is a great way to learn, as your horse gets "vetted", just like those riding the longer courses. It took several 

months of conditioning, averaging 6-12 miles per ride, to prepare for my first 25 mile ride. The key to training new 

horses is LSD, or long slow distance. It is a great way to spend time with your horse, and we  are lucky to live in a 

beautiful area that is even better when viewed from horseback.  

 There is no special tack required for endurance riding, but whatever you use MUST fit you and your horse. 

If it is uncomfortable in the arena, it will be miserable 10 miles into a ride, and could even get you pulled from com-

petition if it causes your horse to be "off" or sore. Likewise, your riding clothing needs to fit and be comfortable. En-

durance is open to all equines, and there is a point system for all sorts of year-end awards. The American Morgan 

Horse Association also encourages endurance riding through their Open Competition and Pathways Programs. 

VERY few Morgans participate in this sport- it is dominated by Arabians- but the ride veterinarians at the rides I 

have participated in are always very pleased to see a Morgan out there! Overall, the endurance people I have met 

are very friendly and welcome rookies to the sport. Some people are out for the race aspect of it, but the AERC's 

motto is "To Finish Is To Win". I encourage anyone with what they think is "just a trail horse" to consider endur-

ance. The fun rides are a great way to break into the sport, and you might just be surprised at what your Morgan 

can do! 
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Membership Renewal is Coming Up... 

It's that time of year again.  The Circle J fiscal year will be coming to an end on September 30, 2009 
which means 2010 membership renewals start on October 1, 2009. 

 

Be watching your mail for your 2010 Circle membership renewal application.  We would like to thank 
all our 2009 members for your support and look forward to your continued support of the club in 
2010.  Contact Denise Wilkins, Membership, at (303) 574-0749 or email: dwilkins13@gmail.com for 
more information. 

  

Your board of directors are working hard on your behalf and welcome any and all ideas and sugges-
tions.  What makes a project a success are your financial and volunteer assistance of these pro-
jects.  The board of director meetings are always open to the public and are held the second Tuesday 
of each month.  Please contact Julie Ouska, President, at (303) 646-0463 or emal: jouska@att.net 
for more information.  We look forward to seeing you there.  Here is to a successful 2010 for the Cir-
cle J Regional Morgan Horse Association.  

Board of Director Elections 
  

With the new Circle J fiscal year nearing, so is the time for elections of the Circle J Board of Direc-
tors.  All positions are on a 1-year term and are up for re-election, from the President through Direc-
tors.  If you would like to participate more within the club, we hope you would consider running for a 
position of the Circle J Board of Directors.  The elections are held before the Circle J Futurity in 
January 2010 at the Circle J Annual Mmembership Meeting.  Please contact Kate Vieyra, Secretary 
at (720) 480-4921 or email: edmonds916@msn.com for a current copy of the by-laws or for a brief 
description of a position you may be interested in.  Let's Participate!  Let's Get Involved! 

2010 Circle J Calendar Club Fundraiser 

The Circle J Board is working hard on producing a2010 Circle J Regional calendar. In this 

calendar we have sold the pages to members and they are advertising their farm, horses or 

whatever they would like to advertise. Please look for the calendar to be available by the 

end of  November to purchase for $15.00. or 2 for $20.00. Please contact Teri Allen 720-851-

7283 or Kate Vieyra 720-480-4921 with any questions. Thank you and we are really excited 

about this club fundraiser. 

mailto:dwilkins13@gmail.com
mailto:jouska@att.net
mailto:edmonds916@msn.com
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SANGRE SCENIC FALL 

3-Day PIONEER & 3-Day Limited Distance Rides & Fun Rides 

October 2-4, 2009 

 

 

Welcome to the SANGRE SCENIC!! 

This is a three-day ride held on a private ranch outside Westcliffe, Colorado.  Rides of 35, 50, 60, & 160 mile dis-

tance, plus òFun-Rides” will be offered on Friday thru Sunday, October 2-4, 2009. 

RIDE SITE:  You probably won‟t find a more beautiful area to attend a ride than this.  We are truly blessed with 

scenic beauty.  A bit of this area history can be found at the following web sites.  Even though this is Custer County 

named for Gen. George Armstrong Custer, I‟m told he did not travel here.  The county was named in commemora-

tion after his death; just because he was such a popular guy in those days.  The web site for The Music Meadows 

Ranch, our ride venue, is also listed below.     

http://www.custercountyco.com/history.htm 

http://www.musicmeadows.com/ 

DIRECTIONS: 

From North: I-25 to Pueblo, Colorado.  At Exit 101 go West on Hwy 50 for 62.3 miles.  At Texas Creek, turn South 

on Hwy 69 go 25 miles to Westcliffe.  Turn East on Hwy 96 go 3 blocks turn South (Rt) on Hwy 69 continue 4 

miles.  At the bend in the road SLOW DOWN.  Turn South (Rt) on Colfax Lane (CR 119).  Signs say “Music Pass”.  

Continue 5.5 miles, at CR 120 turn left (remains CR 119) and follow signs to Base camp.  

From West: From I-70 at Grand Junction, Colorado take Hwy 50 East.  At Salida, Colorado continue 38 miles fur-

ther to Texas, Creek.  Follow remainder of directions from North above. 

From South:  I-25 to Walsenburg, Colorado.  At Exit 52 go West on Hwy 69 for about 54 miles.  At mile marker 52 

look for CR 130 on your left.  Turn West (Lt) for 1.5 miles.  Turn South (Lt) on Colfax Lane (CR 119).  Signs say 

“Music Pass”.  Continue 4.5 miles, at CR 120 turn left (remains CR 119) and follow signs to Base camp.  

BASE CAMP:  The base camp is large and open at 8400 ft ele.  There is the main upper level for rigs with plenty of 

power and 4WD.  There is a smaller lower camp for rigs which are really big, low clearance or unable to climb the 

hill.  There will be horse & human water in camp.  There are no pens or corrals available.  But, you will have ample 

room to erect your own panels or electric pens.  NO FIRES are allowed in camp.  NO SMOKING allowed except in 

your rig.   Closest camper dump/fill is in the town of Westcliffe.  Wet Mountain RV Park ph: 719 -783 -2248 ,  
816 Main Street www.wetmtnrv.com 

 

THE TRAIL:  Trails consist of three loops of 10, 12 & 13 miles all returning to base camp with all vet checks in 

camp.  The base camp is large and open at 8400 ft ele.  Terrain is mostly good smooth footing.  There are some rocks 

& gravel, of course.    Trails are two-track, single track and some dirt road.  Elevation rise is 900 ft. or less per loop.  

Average high temps about 60F and average lows about 40F this time of year and it is usually dry.  BUT, come pre-

pared for ANY type of weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 5………………….. 

http://www.custercountyco.com/history.htm
http://www.musicmeadows.com/
http://www.wetmtnrv.com/
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VET CHECK-IN:  Dr. Melanie Robinson, DVM is our head vet.  Assisting her will be Dr. Jayne Aldrich, DVM and a 

third vet will be called in if the Pre-registration warrants.   

Ride-Day          Distance          Vet-in                    Ride Start-Time 

Friday                50-mile           Friday-6:00am        7:00am 

Friday                35-mile           Friday-7:00am        8:00am 

Saturday            60-mile           Fri pm or Sat am     7:00am 

Saturday            35-mile           Fri pm or Sat am     8:00am 

Sunday              50-mile           Sat pm or Sun am   7:00am  

Sunday              35-mile           Sat pm or Sun am   8:00am 

Read your Pre-ride information sheet (attached or website link) for detailed criteria.  There will be no ride meeting to 

cover this information.  If you are new to endurance please see the ride manager for clarifications or concerns.   

 

There will be a 13 mile ôFun Rideõ each day starting at 10:00 am.  Fun Riders follow the same procedure as the en-

durance riders.  They will Vet-in before their ride and Vet-out after.  There will be no holds within the 13 mile loop.  

Fun ride proceeds will go to the Therapeutic Riding Program at Equine Partnership run by Erin Howell.  Find 

more information at:  www.equinepartnershiperin.com. 

 

FEES & ENTRY INFO:  See the entry form for the itemization of fees (attached or website link). 

 

RIDER & GUEST DEPORTMENT:  We are here to offer endurance riders a well managed ride with a good trail and 

a friendly and fun atmosphere.  Anyone behaving discourteously toward staff, other riders, ride guests, local citizens 

or abusing animals will immediately be asked to pack up and move on.  No smoking on trails or in camp (except in 

your rig).  NO CAMPFIRES. Dogs will be controlled at all times.    

 

MEALS:  Complementary Chili dinner will be served on Thursday afternoon/evening (veggie chili, too).  Sandwich/

Salad Bar and other snacks for lunch each day is free for everyone. Tea, Coffee & other drinks will be available all 

the time.  Sunday, we will have pot-luck of leftovers as participation warrants.   

Friday and Saturday Evening Meals - Wonderful ranch raised beef dinners will be served prepared by Elin Rusher.  

There will also be a „veggie‟ entre.  These meals will cost $10 for all who partake.  These meals are NOT included with 

ride entry fee.  Menus will be posted at the ride. 

 

AWARDS:   

Each Day:  50/60-Milers will have completion, weight division, junior, 1st overall, Best Condition and Best Vet Card 

awards.  35-Milers will have completion, junior, Best Vet Card by weight division awards. 

Two-Day & Three-Day Entries:  50/60-Milers will have a 1st Overall & BC Overall.  All distances will have Best Vet 

Card awards.  Awards are for same horse and rider.  Two days must be consecutive. 

 

CONTACT:   

Linda Hardeman 

Spirit Enterprises, LLC 

PO Box 275, Westcliffe, CO  81252 

719-783-4255 / 719-429-3772-cell   http://www.mrer.org/calendar.htm 

http://www.equinepartnershiperin.com/
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Circle J will receive 5% of every online         

purchase through the website 

www.countrysupply.com !!!                             

All you need to do is use Care Code circlej   

when placing your order.                                  

Thank you for supporting this                    

fundraising opportunity!!!  

Members receive a $ 5 discount on all advertising rates! 

Newsletter Editor: Kate Vieyra: 720.480.4921  

   edmonds916@msn.com 

Rates: Full pageéé.$ 50.00 

 1/2 page éé.$ 30.00 

 1/4 page éé.$ 20.00 

 Classifiedsé..$ 15.00 (25 words) 

Business Card Ad runs 1 year é..$ 30.00 

Advertising 

All advertising with our newsletter includes text ad on the circle j website.  

You may also include a link on the website to your farmôs website. This is a 

great way to get your horses and business exposed to the right market. Talk 

with trainers, breeders, farriers, tack stores, etc. to get their interest in               

advertising with us. These dollars will help cover expenses related to the  

newsletter and encourage us to support each other. 

Circle J Newsletter 

Kate Vieyra 

37745 Sable Ridge Rd 

Elizabeth, CO 80107 


